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(54) METHOD OF HOLDING PLANAR WORKPIECE 

£57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method of holding a wafer, 
which can surely hold the wafer, which enables a more perfect surface 
reference process, and which can enhance the processing accuracy. 
SOLUTION: A wafer 1 is held on the upper surface of a porous plate 6 
fixed to the upper surface of a turn table 2, through the intermediary of 
a packing pad 7 which is made of a soft porous material having opened 
pores so as to be permeable and elastic, and which is applied to the 
outer surface of the porous plate 6 with the use of a pressure sensitive 
adhesive double-coated tape which is similarly permeable. A cavity 31 
defined between the rear surface of the porous plate 5 and the upper 
surface of the turn table 2 is connected to a vacuum pump through a 
depressurized passage 33. A nonporous zone is defined in the peripheral 
edge part 6a of the porous plate 6 whose lower surface side is fixed to 
the peripheral edge part of the turn table 2, and whose upper surface is 
attached to a guide ring 5 so as to surround the periphery of the wafer 
1. 
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